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Woldgate is a positive, warm and welcoming school where pupils aim to 
do their very best and take pride in their achievements. By constantly 

challenging our pupils to excel, we nurture aspiration and strive to cultivate 
a lifelong love of learning in our young people. We provide a creative, safe 

and caring environment where every child is known and cared for as an 
individual. In this climate, every young person has the opportunity to thrive 
as they develop in personality, character and intellect and become a highly 

successful learner and individual.

We believe we provide a unique education for our young people. As a school 
at the heart of the community it serves, we work in partnership to ensure 

our children not only receive a broad and balanced education, but also have 
the opportunity to enjoy the Yorkshire Wolds and make a wider contribution 

to the area in which they live.

Everything you do should  
be worthy, of great merit,  

character and value.

Contents
2. Welcome to Woldgate School
3. Transition Arrangements
6. Welcome to Woldgate Day
8. The House System
10. Our School Routines
11. What will your child Study?
12. Rewards & Behaviours
13. Catering
14. The First Day
15. Travelling to School
16. Extra Curricular Activities
18. Equipment
19. Homework
20. Communication with School
21. The Pastoral System
22. School Uniform
25. Subject Ambassadors
26. Term Dates
27. The Friends of Woldgate
28. How can I Support My Child?
29. The Wolds Learning Partnership

Oklahoma! 2015

1Woldgate School Year 6 Handbook Woldgate School Of great merit, character and value



Welcome to
Woldgate School
Woldgate School is a friendly, welcoming secondary school nestled 
within the beautiful Yorkshire Wolds, on the outskirts of Pocklington. 
At Woldgate School, we believe that everything you do should be 
worthy of great merit, character and value, and this ethos is present in 
all aspects of school life.

At Woldgate School, every pupil is known, valued and cared for as 
an individual. We celebrate our pupils’ talents, achievements and 
successes, and we understand and support pupils where they need 
help. We believe that every pupil has the ability, strength, talent and 
determination to achieve their potential. As school, we therefore aim to 
provide our pupils with the very best education possible, by providing a wide 
and comprehensive curriculum and extra-curricular activities.

The transition between primary and secondary school can be a daunting time for both pupils and 
parents. At Woldgate School, we understand this clearly and have developed a comprehensive 
programme of events and activities to support both pupils and parents in the move to secondary 
school. The Year 6 Handbook is your first step in this transition process.

The Year 6 Handbook contains lots of useful information about life as a pupil at Woldgate School. 
In particular, the Handbook will help you to understand the routines of school life as well as school 
rules, expectations and what it really means to be a member of our school community. Please take 
time to read through it and let us know if you have any questions.

I am looking forward to meeting with both our new pupils and parents over the coming months at our 
transition activity events, and I hope you are looking forward to beginning an exciting new chapter of 
your life with us in September.

Luke Sloman
Head of Lower School

Transition Arrangements
We want all our pupils to settle happily into life at Woldgate School and we achieve this for all our 
pupils by ensuring they receive all the support they need. Our staff work closely with teachers and 
staff in all our local primary schools to ensure we understand each child’s interests, talents and 
strengths.

We ensure that all our new pupils receive the same level of support, whether they are from one of 
our local catchment primary schools, or from a school outside our catchment area. For these pupils, 
we are aware that they may not know as many children, and we ensure that they have plenty of 
opportunities to meet other pupils and to make friends before they start in September.

Our Transition Programme
We believe a successful transition programme 
should begin in Year 5, and we therefore invite 
and encourage Year 5 and Year 6 pupils to all our 
transition events and activities. The purpose of 
these activities and events is for our new pupils 
to get to know our staff and pupils, find out about 
life at Woldgate School and to make new friends. 
Our transition programme begins in September 
and runs throughout the year:

Autumn Term

 » The KP Woldgate Maths Challenge
 » School Musical Dress Rehearsal Preview 

Performance
 » The Chocolate Box Challenge Day at York 

University
 » The Woldgate School Christmas Concert at 

Pocklington All Saints Church
 » The Woldgate School Christmas Service

Spring Term

 » The KP Woldgate Literacy Challenge

Summer Term

 » The Stockmarket Challenge Day at York University
 » The KP Woldgate Art & Technology Challenge
 » The Creative Arts Day (Year 6 only)
 » ‘Welcome to Woldgate’ Days (Year 6 only)
 » The Woldgate Summer Soiree
 » Year 6 Activity Day
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Transition Arrangements
Summer Term 

During the Summer Term, we will organise ‘Welcome to Woldgate’ visits to each primary school. 
These visits are an opportunity for pupils to meet key members of staff, to talk about life at Woldgate 
School and to ask any questions about transition or life as a pupil.

For pupils with Special Educational Needs, additional arrangements may be made to visit Woldgate 
School and to meet with key support staff.

In July, all Year 6 pupils who are joining us in September are invited to take part in one of our two 
Creative Arts Days. During the day, pupils have the opportunity to make new friends whilst learning 
new skills in a series of Sport, Music, Dance and Drama-based activities.

Also in July, all our new pupils are invited to our ‘Welcome to Woldgate Day’. During the day, pupils 
will meet their Form Tutors and take part in a range of team-building games and activities, before 
sampling a range of real secondary school lessons. In the evening, both pupils and parents have the 
opportunity to meet with key staff, including their child’s Form Tutor.

We also hold the Woldgate School Summer Soiree each year in July. This delightful, annual event, held 
in partnership with our local primary schools, is a chance to enjoy a summer evening of dance and 
music and to sample the fantastic range of talent at Woldgate School and our local primary schools. 
All new pupils and parents are more than welcome to join us.

As well as these key events, we will be holding a range workshops and activity days for Year 5 and Year 
6 pupils in July and pupils will be made aware of these through their primary schools.

Transition Arrangements
Spring Term
During the Spring Term, Year 6 teachers begin discussing the move to secondary schools with pupils. 
Teachers also complete a transfer form which indicates your child’s interests, talents and abilities, so 
that your child will make progress from their first day in September.

We will post Welcome Packs to each new pupil, which need to be completed and return to our school 
office. Amongst other forms and useful information, the Welcome Pack contains the ‘Getting to know 
me’ form, which should be completed by your child. The form is your child’s opportunity to directly 
tell us about themselves, their friends, interests and hobbies. They can also tell us of any concerns, so 
that we can being putting support in place early.

We will meet with each Year 6 teacher and discuss how we can best support your child in the transition 
process. For pupils who require additional support, we will contact you and, with the support of your 
child’s primary school, arrange for additional opportunities for you and your child to visit Woldgate 
School, meet key staff and make new friends.
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Daytime
Arrival - 8:45am

Pupils can catch school buses to school. Pupils should enter School through the 
Pupil Entrance. Our Year 8 Pupil Buddies will meet them and take them to the 

Main Hall

8:50am
Pupils will be welcomed by Mr Sloman and the Head of Care & Acheivement for 

Year 7, they will then be introduced to their Form Tutors and Form Groups.

9:15am
Pupils will be taken to their Form Room where their Form Tutor will introduce 

them to Woldgate School, including school routines. Pupils will have the chance 
to ask questions. There will be a range of ‘get to know you’ team building games 

and activities. Pupils will remain in their Form Groups throughout the day.

10:15am
Remaining in their Form Groups, pupils will be taken to their first sample lesson.

10:45am
Sample Lesson 2

11:15am
Break. Healthy snacks/drinks will be available to purchase in the School Café.  

Pupils will be shown where to take their break.

11:30am
Sample Lesson 3

12:00pm
Lunch. Pupils will have their lunch in the Café and Main Hall. Pupils can bring 

a packed lunch or purchase healthy food and drinks in the Café. Pupils will be 
shown where they can play outside.

1:00pm
Sample lesson 4

2:00pm
Pupils will return to their Form Rooms where they will review the day, take part 

in further team building games and activities and ask any further questions.

2:30pm
Assembly in the Main Hall with Mrs Atkinson, Head of Care & Achievement

3:00pm
End of Day. Pupils can be collected by parents. Pupils waiting for School buses 

will take part in further activities until the end of school.

Evening
 
We would like to invite all parents and carers to this evening. Due to the large 
numbers of parents and carers involved there will be two sessions. This ensure 
that all pupils, parents and carers to meet with staff and ask questions.

First Session (Pupils with surnames A to M)

4pm – 4:30pm  
Welcome reception and tour of the school by Year 7 pupils (the tour is optional)

4:30pm
Welcome Presentation in the Main Hall

5:00pm
Meeting with your child’s Form Tutor in Form Room

Second Session (Pupils with surnames N to Z)

5:00pm  
Welcome reception and tour of the school by Year 7 pupils (the tour is optional)

5:30pm  
Welcome Presentation in the Main Hall

6:00pm  
Meeting with your child’s Form Tutor in Form Room

Meeting with your child’s Form Tutor

During the Welcome Presentation, you will be introduced to your child’s Form 
Tutor. At the end of the presentation, your child’s Form Tutor will lead you to 
their Form Room where they will speak to you for around 15 minutes about their 
role in your child’s education at Woldgate School. After this, you will have the 
opportunity to ask questions and speak to them, particularly if there are any 
confidential matters you wish to discuss.

In addition to your child’s Form Tutor, you will have the opportunity to meet and 
talk with:

Mr Britton | Headteacher
Mr Sloman | Head of Lower School
Mrs Atkinson | Head of Care & Achievement
Mr Butcher | Attendance, Achievement and Care Co-Ordinator for Lower School
Miss Burch | Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator
Mr Trevaskiss | Director of Studies: Holistic Education

‘Welcome to Woldgate’ Day
Wednesday 12th July 2017
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Our House system was launched in September 2016 and supports our School ethos that everything we 
do should be worth of great merit, character and value. The House System gives our pupils even more 
opportunities to contribute to the school community, whilst developing friendships and teamwork 
across pupils of all ages.

Each House is made up of at least one Form Group from each Year Group and pupils attend House 
Assemblies every half term. House Enrichment Days take place across the year and there are a range 
of competitions and events taking place all year round.

Each House is run by a Staff House Captain, who organises House events, competitions and assemblies. 
Pupils are able to earn House Points for actions, efforts, achievements and competitions throughout 
everyday school life and these are added to their House total, with a weekly House ranking published 
each week in the School Newsletter.

Every pupil belongs to a House, and pupils will be told which House they are joining before the 
Summer holidays. Each House has its own colour, and this is reflected in pupils’ ties. 

Our pupils are very proud of their Houses and we hope you enjoy all the events and activities they 
have to offer.
 

House System

Millington DaleWarrendale

Kirby Underdale
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School Routines What will your child study?
Moving from Primary to Secondary School can 
be a big change for pupils. Pupils will have a 
range of teachers, classrooms and subjects and 
we ensure that pupils are supported in getting 
used to these changes. Moving to Secondary 
School is an exciting opportunity for pupils to 
learn a range of new subjects and skills.

The Lower School curriculum is therefore 
designed to provide our pupils with a broad 
range of subjects to grip their imagination 
and to develop the skills necessary to succeed 
as they grow. Throughout Lower School, 
our pupils will also develop the confidence, 
resilience and thinking skills necessary to 
achieve their full potential.

The School Day

Arrival - 8:45am

8:50am – 9:20am
Registration with Form Tutor  

(followed by Assembly twice each week)

9:20am – 10:20am
Lesson 1

10:20am – 11:20am
Lesson 2

11:20am – 11:35am
Morning Break

11:35am – 12:35pm
Lesson 3

12:35pm – 1:35pm
Lunch

1:35pm – 2:35pm
Lesson 4

2:35pm – 3:35pm
Lesson 5

3:35pm 
End of the school day

Attendance
Good, regular attendance is critical in ensuring 
pupils make good progress in all their subjects 
each year. If your child is ill and unable to attend 
school, it is the responsibility of the parent or 
carer to inform the school office by telephone 
prior to 8:45am on the first day of absence, and 
any subsequent days. A written note regarding 
the reason for absence must be written in your 
child’s Planner upon their return to school. 
Woldgate School operates a 24 hour answer 
phone service (01759 302395). Our Education 
Welfare Officer, Ruth Ibbetson, works with 
parents, carers and external agencies to ensure 
a high level of attendance.

Medical Issues
If your child is ill, please do not send him or her to 
school. If your child becomes ill during the school 
day, they should inform their teacher who will 
ensure that they receive appropriate care and 
that parents are contacted. Some pupils require 
medicines to be given during the school day. If 
possible, please give your child any required 
medicine before school, after school and at 
bedtime. 

If your child does need to take medicine during 
the school day, please inform the school office 
and hand in any medicine to the School Reception 
for safekeeping.

Lunchtimes
Your child is welcome to bring a packed lunch to 
school. At lunchtime, pupils can eat snacks and 
lunch on the many benches in each area of the 
school. Alternatively, pupils can eat their packed 
lunches in the Main Hall.

Alternatively, your child can buy snacks, lunches 
and drinks from our School Café. Our School Café 
operates a ‘cashless’ system; pupils registered 
for our BioMetric ID System use machines around 
school to add credit to their account. They can 
then pay for their food and drink in the Café with 
a simple fingerprint. Parents and carers can also 
add credit to pupils’ accounts online.

The School Café is open for breakfast from 
8:00am each morning, at break and at lunchtimes.

From September, your child will take 
part in the following lessons:

Hours per Week

Mathematics 3

English 3

Science 3

History 2

Geography 2

Design & Technology 2

Physical Education 2

Modern Foreign Languages 2

Computer Studies 1

Music 1

Drama 1

Art & Design 1

Religious Studies 1

Citizenship 1

Will the work be different?
Most pupils notice a difference in work between Year 6 and 
Year 7, particularly with regards to the level of challenge 
and depth. The key differences are:

A range of teachers will teach your child. Each teacher is 
a specialist in his or her subject area. Your child will learn 
about each subject in far greater depth. Your child will 
be taught in a variety of different classrooms, studios, 
workshops and science laboratories. Pupils move to 
different classrooms about between lessons.

Pupils have the opportunity to regularly use specialist 
rooms and equipment, under expert guidance from subject 
specialists. For example, pupils will be using science 
equipment such as Bunson Burners on a regular basis.

Our Lower School curriculum is designed to challenge our 
pupils, and to stretch and develop their understanding of 
a range of subjects in order for them to make an informed 
choice as to their future options and career paths.
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Catering

CODES
Where a pupil’s attitude falls short of our 
expectations, they are issued with a behaviour 
code. These codes are entered into the pupil’s 
Planner and logged on ClassCharts:

C Chewing or eating in a classroom.

L Late to lesson

E Missing equipment (including homework)

A Inappropriate Appearance

R Respect

Rewards & Behaviour
Our School ethos that everything we do should be worthy of great merit, character and value 
permeates through all aspects of school life. Pupils receive rewards based on this ethos, and Form 
Tutors, subject teachers and other staff are able to reward pupils through our online rewards system 
called ‘ClassCharts’.

The purpose of our rewards system is to encourage and celebrate the positive attitudes and resilience 
that lead to success in all aspects of school life and beyond. The rewards encourage pupils to develop 
their sense of personal responsibility, and to reward positive contributions they make to the school 
community. Furthermore, the rewards system promotes positive learning environment within 
each classroom and around the school. Rewards are written into the pupil’s Planner and logged on 
ClassCharts.

Parents can view their child’s rewards and behaviour summary through the 
ClassCharts website and free App, which can be downloaded from the App 
Store and Google Play. We will provide you with a Access Code unique 
for your child. You will also receive a notification when your child 
receives a reward. Dining Hall

In the Dining Hall, we pride ourselves on 
providing great tasting, healthy food that 
encourages a well-balanced diet that is good for 
both body and mind. 

We aim to feed the imagination of pupils and 
staff alike, and believe that serving fresh, healthy 
food that tastes great can positively affect the 
wellbeing of our school community. The right 
nutrients can positively affect everyone’s mood, 
behaviour, health, growth and even the ability 
to concentrate. Encouraging a well-balanced 
diet establishes healthy eating now and for the 
future. 

The Dining Hall is open for breakfast from 
8:00am each morning, at break and at lunchtimes

Cashless Catering
We operate a totally secure cashless system that 
makes it quick and easy to pay and top-up. This 
promotes the purchase of healthy food in school 
and allows parents to monitor their child’s café 
purchases.

Pupils are registered with our BioMetric ID 
System and use machines around school to add 
cash to their account. They can then pay for their 
food and drink in the Dining Hall with a simple 
code or fingertip response. 

Parents and carers can also add credit to pupils’ 
accounts online.

Packed Lunches
Your child is welcome to bring a packed lunch to 
school. At lunchtime, pupils can eat snacks and 
lunch on the many benches in each area of the 
school. Alternatively, pupils can eat their packed 
lunches in the Main Hall.

Online Payments
Any payment over £5.00 can be made using our 
online payments system.

This includes: payments for educational visits, 
resources and topping-up your child’s cashless 
catering account

For more information please visit:

http://www.woldgate.net/online-payments.html

Free School Meals
There is funding available for any parent/carer 
if you are receiving certain types of benefit. The 
application form is available on our website.
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School Travel
A large proportion of our pupils live in Pocklington and we 
encourage these pupils to walk or cycle to school whenever 
possible, and we provide cycle shelters where pupils can 
lock their bicycles or scooters securely. Pupils should wear 
cycling helmets for their safety.

Many of our pupils are brought to school each day via school 
bus from surrounding towns and villages, and these pupils 
disembark at the school gate, where they are welcomed by 
school staff.

If you bring your child to school by car, please note that 
the school car park is allocated for staff parking and school 
buses. School buses arrive from 8:30am.

On your child’s first day in September, members of staff will 
be present at the school office and school gate to welcome 
them and direct them to the Main Hall, where they will be 
welcomed by their Head of Care & Achievement and Form 
Tutor.

They will then be taken to their Form Room, where they 
will be given their Pupil Planner and timetable, together 
with a map of the school. The Form Tutor will remind them 
of school routines and expectations, and organise team-
building activities to help your child to get to know other 
pupils and make friends.

Form Tutors will then take your child on a tour of the school, 
pointing out the classrooms where they will be having 
lessons that day. Staff will be available throughout the day 
to help and guide any pupils on their way to lessons.

After break, your child will go to their first lesson. 
The lesson will finish at approximately 12pm, when 
Year 7 pupils will be taken for an earlier lunch to 
ensure they understand how to use the cashless 
payment system. Year 7 pupils will have early 
lunches throughout their first week to ensure 
they are confident in using this system.

After lunch, your child will go to their afternoon 
lessons, Periods 4 and 5. At the end of the day, Mrs 
Atkinson and other staff will be present to ensure your child gets on 
the correct bus (if applicable), or to ask any questions they may have 
about the day.

Bus Services
East Riding of Yorkshire Counci and Woldgate School all provide transportation from different points 
within the locality. Please do contact the school for further information.

Each bus has a Sixth Form Prefect in charge and all parties work together to ensure your child has an 
enjoyable and safe journey to and from school.

Pupils 
should meet 
in the Main 

Hall on their 
first day.

The First Day

How will they make friends?
They will know some children from their primary schools. The Induction 
day in July starts this process, but the Form Tutors spend time working 
with their groups so that everyone quickly gets to know everyone else. 
Pupils are taught as a tutor group so they rapidly deepen their knowledge 
of each other. The many extra-curricular and enrivchment opportunites 
available at Woldgate will further broaden their circle of friends.

What do they need on their first day?
 » Basic equipment (see page 18)
 » A strong bag - it does not need to be huge. A rucksack is 

preferable to one with a single strap.
 » Money for the Cashless Catering System or a packed lunch. 
 » Bus fare or bus pass (if applicable)

Please contact 
Mr Butcher if 
you have any 

queries.
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Sports 

Competitive teams:  
local leagues and national competition.

 » Boys & Girls Football
 » Boys Rugby
 » Girls Netball
 » Boys & Girls Hockey
 » Rounders
 » Cricket
 » Cross Country
 » Athletics

Extra Curricular Clubs  
(In addition to the above)

 » Table Tennis
 » Badminton
 » Dodgeball
 » Basketball
 » Volleyball
 » Dance
 » Tennis

Extra Curricular Activities

Whole School Production
Every year our pupils of all ages and interests 
work together on our school musical production, 
which runs for four evenings in November. 
Casting and rehearsals begin in September, and 
the production is a great opportunity for Year 7 
pupils to make new friends. Recent productions 
include ‘9 to 5: The Musical, ‘Oklahoma!’ and ‘The 
Wedding Singer’.

Subject Ambassadors
If a pupils particularly enjoys a subject area, 
they can apply to be Subject Ambassadors for 
that subject. Subject Ambassadors help the 
department teachers organise lunchtime and 
afterschool clubs, as well as special events and 
activities throughout the year.

General Interest
There are a range of clubs available at lunchtime 
and afterschool for pupils to join, including a film 
club. In addition, many of pupils take part in the 
Lifestyle Project every year, as well as VYPER 
volunteering scheme.

Pupil Council
Pupils have a range of opportunities to involve 
themselves in school life. Pupils can volunteer 
to represent their form in regular meetings 
with their Head of Care & Achievement. They 
can also stand for election as one of two School 
Counsellors to represent their year group in 
regular meetings with the Head of School and 
Head Teacher.

Foreign Visits
We believe that learning should take place both 
within and outside the classroom, and our staff 
organise a rich variety of opportunities for pupils 
to visit foreign countries. Examples include 
Modern Foreign Language visits to Spain, and 
History visits to the First World War Battlefields 
in Belgium and France.

Library
Our well-stocked library is a quiet and reflective 
space where our pupils can access a range of 
books and materials to help them with their 
studies. Bean bags help to create a calm and 
relaxing atmosphere, and the library is open 
each day at break and lunchtimes.

Independant Learning Centre
The Independent Learning Centre (ILC) provides an environment where pupils can complete 
homework, or work on individual projects. The ILC has many computers and two colour copiers/
printers, as well as a large workspace where pupils can concentrate. The ILC is open every day from 
8:30am to 5pm, including break and lunchtimes.

Buddy Room
Our Buddy Room is a fun space where younger 
pupils can meet with their friends and play 
board games and puzzles. The Buddy Room also 
has computers for pupils to use to complete 
homework or projects. The Buddy Room is 
supervised at all times by members of staff and 
is open before school, break and lunchtimes.

Curriculum plans include the above 
and also Sports Leadership, 
Gymnastics, Tag Rugby, Handball.

Performing Arts
Clubs and ensembles include:

 » Orchestra
 » Chamber Orchestra
 » Choir
 » String Ensemble
 » Brass Ensemble
 » Year 7 Drama Club
 » Youth thetare

Instrumental & Vocal Tuition
If your child has been learning an instrument at 
Primary School then don’t forget they can continue at 
Woldgate. If they have been receiving lessons through 
the East Riding Music Service then we will already 
have a record of this and your child will automatically 
be included. We have visiting teachers who teach all 
band and orchestral instruments as well Guitar, Drum 
Kit and Vocal tuition. Should you wish your child to 
begin lessons then ask them to collect a letter on the 
Creative Arts or Transition Days. Please contact Mr 
Trevaskiss if you have any questions.
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Equipment
All pupils need to bring the following equipment with 
them to school every day:

Basic Equipment
It is very important that the following items are brought 
for every day:

 » Writing pens: black or blue, red and purple
 » Pencil
 » Pencil sharpener
 » Ruler      
 » Rubber 
 » Calculator    
 » Protractor
 » Pair of compasses
 » Glue stick
 » Felt tips/coloured pencils
 » Exercise books for that day’s lessons
 » Text books for that day’s lessons
 » Pupil Planner
 » Dictionaries – both English and Foreign Language
 » Hair bobble (to tie back long hair for practical lessons 

e.g.: Science/Technology/PE)

Pupil Lockers
Pupils will be offered the opportunity to 
rent a locker for the duration of their time 
at Woldgate School, and parents and carers 
will be given information about how they can 
reserve a locker for their child. Lockers are 
invaluable in helping pupils to keep themselves 
organised, and to ensure they always have the 
correct books and equipment with them every 
day. Please contact the Attendance, Care & 
Achievement Co-Ordinator if you have any 
questions regarding school lockers.

Homework
Homework is an essential part of learning. Homework helps pupils to further 
consolidate the learning they have done in school, and to further develop their 
knowledge and skills. Homework also helps pupils to develop their organisation and 
good study habits; these are vital as pupils move to Upper School and begin studying 
for GCSEs.

In Year 7, we expect pupils to complete no more than 20 minutes of focussed 
homework per subject, per evening. Your child should receive a maximum of two 
homework assignments each day. This means that Year 7 pupils should have no more 
than 40 minutes of homework per evening. It is important that teachers understand 
what your child can complete in this time. Therefore, if your child has spent 20 
minutes on their assignment for a particular subject, please write a brief note to the 
teacher to that effect on the homework and initial it.

We understand that pupils from different primary schools will be used to different 
amounts of homework. We therefore stagger the introduction to homework for 
Year 7 over the first four weeks of September, gradually introducing homework for 
different subjects each week until our Year 7 pupils are completing a full week of 
homework by the start of week 5.

Pupils can access resources, including computers, printers and staff support in the 
Independent Learning Centre in J Block. The Independent Learning Centre is open 

before school, at break, lunch and until 5pm each evening. We also offer a Homework 
Club each Monday and Wednesday evening where staff are available to help with the 

completion and organisation of homework.
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Communication with School
School Letters
Most school letters are sent home with pupils. Pupils are asked to tick the ‘letter home’ box in their 
Pupil Planners to indicate when this happens. In some cases we send letters direct via the postal 
service. Duplicate letters can be sent on request to the School Office. 

Electronic Communication
We are happy to communicate with parents and carers via 
email, and our school newsletter is emailed to parents and 
carers once per week. Please let the School Office know 
if you change your email address. You can also contact 
the Lower School Attendance, Achievement & Care Co-
Ordinator, Mr Butcher, via text on 07790 351283.

Texting System
We operate a school texting system for school reminders 
and emergency communication. Please ensure you have 
provided us with an up to date mobile phone number 
when completing our Welcome Pack.

School Newsletter
All parents and carers receive the Woldgate School weekly newsletter via email. The newsletter 
contains news about events and pupil achievements, as well as important information for parents 
and carers together with useful reminders about upcoming events.

School Website
Our school website www.woldgate.net contains a wealth of information about our school community, 
events, achievements, links and resources as well as key information, policies and dates.

Parents’ Evenings and Meetings
We hold a range of events and evenings throughout the year for pupils, parents and carers to come 
into school, meet staff and discuss their child’s progress and wellbeing. We hold annual Parents’ 
Evenings for each Year Group; these are important opportunities for pupils, parents and carers to 
meet with subject teachers and discuss your child’s progress.

ClassCharts
At Woldgate School, we use an online 
Rewards system called ‘ClassCharts’ to 
keep track of pupils’ achievements and 
focus in lessons. 

Parents and carers will be given access 
to their child’s account, which can be 
viewed online or through the free 
mobile app.

Parents and Carers can view their child’s 
focus and achievements on a regular 
basis and review notification via email 
when their child receives a reward.

 The Pastoral System
At Woldgate School, we believe that every pupil should be known, understood and cared for as an 
individual in order for them to achieve their full potential. We therefore put in place a comprehensive 
pastoral system to fully support your child in their school life.

Form Tutor
The Form Tutor is the member of staff who will get to know your child best throughout their school 
life. The Form Tutor will meet and register your child each morning, check and sign their Pupil Planner, 
issue notices and reminders and mentor your child in their school life and studies. You can contact 
your child’s Form Tutor by email if you have any queries or concerns.

Attendance, Achievement & Care Co-Ordinator
Our Attendance, Achievement & Care Co-Ordinator for Lower School is Mr Butcher, and he will be your 
first point of contact should you need to contact us or if you have any queries. Mr Butcher is available 
to be contacted by telephone, email and text message between 8:30am and 4:30pm every day, and 
he will check messages regularly. Mr Butcher will liaise with Form Tutors, teachers, the Head of Care & 
Achievement and other staff to ensure your child receives the support they need to succeed.

Head of Care & Achievement
Every pupil has a Head of Care & Achievement for their Year, who oversees each child’s academic 
progress, attendance and wellbeing. Your child’s Head of Care & Achievement remains the same 
throughout your child’s school life, and they will therefore have a clear and deep understanding of 
your child’s strengths and talents. They will also ensure your child receives effective and appropriate 
support to ensure they achieve their full potential.

Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator
Our Special Educational Needs CoOrdinator, Ms Burch, works with the Head of Care & Achievement 
to ensure that all pupils receive the support they need to succeed. Mrs Burch also runs the LEXIA 
programme for pupils who require additional support with literacy, as well as working with external 
agencies.

Educational Welfare Officer
Our Educational Welfare Officer is Mrs Ibettson and her role is to work with pupils, parents, staff and 
external agencies to ensure that any barriers to attendance, access or learning in school are removed. 
Pupils can also make appointments to talk to Mrs Ibbettson about any concerns they may have, and 
to access appropriate support. 

Head of Lower School
Mr Sloman is the Head of Lower School, and his role is to ensure that all pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 make 
excellent progress, and that they receive the support and encouragement they need to succeed and 
achieve their potential.
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Standard Uniform Expectations
All pupils in Years 7 to 11 are required to wear full school uniform every day. We expect a high 
standard of appearance in all our pupils at all times. All staff, including Form Tutors, ensure that 
all pupils are wearing correct uniform at all times throughout the school day.

Our school uniform reflects our ethos that everything we do should be worthy of great merit, 
character and value. It is also reflects the pride pupils have in our school, and their own self-
confidence as well as making an excellent impression upon the wider community.

All clothing must be clearly labelled with your child’s name and form so that it can be quickly 
returned in the event of it being lost or mislaid. Most of the school uniform items can be 
purchased from our school uniform shop, based in school.

School Uniform

Not available from School Shop

Shirt
Standard white, loose fitting shirt with stiff 
pointed collar (not open necked) to take tie; 
shirt must be long enough to be tucked in and 
wide enough at the neck to fasten the top 
button. Fashion shirts or blouses that include 
embroidery, logos, or slim collars that are not 
designed for a tie should not be worn.

Shoes
Plain (no decoration), professional, black, 
low-heeled, sensible, full leather shoes with 
a plain black sole are appropriate for school. 
Trainers and plimsolls are not acceptable - as 
they are fashion items and do not protect the 
feet in Science or Design Technology lessons. 
Plain black, low heeled boots can be worn 
under trousers only. UGG-style boots are also a 
fashion item and should not be worn.

Socks
Plain white or black only. Socks must not be 
worn over tights and must cover ankles.

Tights
Plain (not patterned) and black in colour. 
Leggings are not permitted.

Available from School Shop

Woldgate School Blazer
Black with the Woldgate School badge and green 
piping on the pockets.

V-neck School Jumper
Grey with single bottle green stripe on collar.

School Tie
Upper and Lower School tie (light blue and light 
green thick stripes respectively) thin stripes 
represent School House. Must be worn at all 
times.

Grey Skirt 
Mid grey, knee length with box pleats.

Grey Trousers
Mid grey trousers should be formal, classic, 
smart trousers. They should be loose fitting (not 
skin tight) and plain (without brass zips, logos or 
studs on the pockets for instance). They should 
be waist height, so not to expose underwear. 
(Not leggings/treggings/jeans/cargo/chino in 
style). 

They can be worn with a thin back belt if 
necessary (no fashion belts/large buckles).

Woldgate School Shop

Uniform Dress Rules

Make-Up/Jewellery

Discreet make-up is permitted. Excessive make-
up will not be tolerated. No jewellery should 
be worn. If ears have been pierced, plain studs 
(3mm diameter – only one per ear) may be worn 
and removed for PE (only one pair of studs may 
be worn at any time).  No other body piercing is 
allow. False nails must not be worn.

Hair

Pupils’ hair styles must be reasonable – we do not 
allow more extreme hair styles e.g. bright/multi-
colours or Mohican cuts.   Head scarves are not 
to be worn, except for religious reasons, and hair 
bands can only be worn if thin and black.  Pupils 
considering a radical change of hairstyle should 
check with their Head of Care & Achievement 
in advance to ensure that it is within School 
guidelines.

 
Outer Clothing

We recommend a simple and inexpensive 
waterproof coat that completely covers the 
school blazer. Although hats and scarves are not 
part of the school uniform, they may be worn 
in very cold weather but they must be removed 
inside school buildings. Denim jackets, hoodies 
and branded jackets and coats must not be worn.

Footwear

Pupils must wear black school shoes at all times 
during the school day, except for when they 
having PE lessons or taking part in extra-curricular 
sports activities. Shoes must be waterproof and 
should be polished regularly. During very cold or 
wet weather, pupils may wear waterproof boots 
to school but these must be changed for school 
shoes as soon as they arrive in school.
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School Uniform

Ordering Uniform
We have arranged some evening uniform 
events where you can come along and purchase 
your child’s uniform ahead of the Transition Day 
on 12th July 2017, when they will be required to 
wear their uniform.  

Please note these events are to be held at 
Woldgate School from 4.00pm - 6.30pm on 
the following dates: 

12th, 13th and 14th June 2017.

If you are unable to attend any of the evening 
uniform events, please call the School Office to 
arrange an appointment for your child to come 
in to purchase uniform.

For general sales enquiries our Uniform Shop is 
available at school during term-time:

Tuesdays (2.00pm-4.00pm)

Thursdays (2.00pm-4.00pm)

Subject Ambassadors
Subject Ambassadors represent a subject that they enjoy and have a real passion for. They are 
enthusiastic about their subject and want to share this with others and give something back to their 
community. 

Subject Ambassadors enhance their leadership, communication and organisational skills as well as 
boosting their confidence. 

As Subject Ambassadors, pupils will be required to:

 » Organise, or help others to organise, subject events, charity events, sporting events, school 
performances, concerts and teaching and learning activities as appropriate to the subject.

 » Lead and support in the running of extra-curricular activities in the department.
 » Attend Open Evenings.
 » Be able to lead/work in a team.
 » Have a creative and enthusiastic approach to your role.
 » Be responsible for the promotion of your subject.
 » Spend time helping to represent subject departments.
 » Be confident and clear when speaking about their subject and pupils enthusiasm must be 

evident. 
 » Provide a regular blog about the department and what they have done in their role as 

ambassador (a paragraph which will be uploaded onto the website or may be included in the 
School Newsletter).

Woldgate PE Kit 
Full details of the Woldgate PE Kit can be found 
on the school website, the majority of items can 
be purchased from the Woldgate Uniform Shop. 

http://www.woldgate.net/ 
uniform-and-equipment.html

Indoor and outdoor training shoes must be 
purchased elsewhere. 

 »  Non marking sporting trainers (white 
soles) with laces, which are designed 
to support pupils’ feet during physical 
activity. Pupils are not permitted to wear 
school shoes, plimsoles, converse, vans 
and high tops.

Pupils are expected to change for every PE 
lesson.
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Term Dates
2017 - 2018

Autumn Term 2017
Wednesday, 6th September - Friday, 27th October
Half Term Holiday: Monday 30th October - Friday, 3th November
Monday, 6th November - Thursday, 21st December
Christmas Holiday: Monday 25th December 2017 - Friday, 5th January 2018

Spring Term 2018
Monday, 8th January - Friday, 9th February
Half Term: Monday, 12th February - Friday, 16th February
Monday, 19th February - Friday, 23rd March
Easter Holiday: Monday, 26th March - Friday, 6th April

Summer Term 2018
Tuesday, 10th April - Friday, 25th May
Monday, 7th May (Bank Holiday)
Half Term Holiday: Monday, 28th May - Friday, 1st June
Monday, 4th June - Friday, 20th July

Training Days
 » 4th September 2017
 » 5th September 2017
 » 22nd December 2017
 » 9th April 2018
 » 23rd July 2018
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In addition to fundraising we also act as support at school events; such as by providing tea and coffee 
at Open Evenings, running a bar and refreshments at the School Show, Play or Summer Concert or 
being an additional supporting adult on school trips.

The Friends of Woldgate Committee will 
meet approximately three times a year to 
feedback updates on the school’s strategic 
direction, develop fundraising ideas and 
decide on fund allocations, as we also 
hope to be able to support a range of 
departments including funding video and 
digital cameras, equipment for textiles 
and technology, radio microphones, music 
keyboards, sound speakers and mixers, Duke 
of Edinburgh replacement kit, PE team kits, 
competition entrance fees and donations 
to help support the work of the students 
who travel abroad on school expeditions. It 
will also create a point of contact between 
parents, businesses and the school. 

We have an ambitious goal of raising enough 
money to acquire a school mini-bus. In 
addition to frequent PE department trips 
to sporting events it will also be used for a 
variety of outings including Business Studies 
visits for Student Open Days and Work 
Placements as well as transporting pupils 
and students to competitions for different 
subjects and extracurricular clubs. 

If you are interested in being part of the 
Friends of Woldgate please email: office@
woldgate.net

The Friends of Woldgate are a group of staff and parents whose aim it is to 
raise funds to support events and activities that make a difference to our 
pupils and students.

The Friends of Woldgate

Term Time Holidays
Consistent attendance at school is crucial in your child making good 
progress in school in all their subjects. Children who have the highest 
levels of attendance make the most progress. Even a few days of 
absence can have a significant impact on your child’s learning, as 
they then must catch up on missed work, whilst making sense of 
information and skills that may have been taught in their absence.

Authorised absence from school may be granted in exceptional 
circumstances only, and all requests must be submitted in writing 
with supporting evidence (if required). In all cases, the Head of 
School must be convinced that absence from school is the only 
option.
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The foundation and vision for the Wolds Learning Partnership is:

 » To bring together a family of schools who are not only close geographically, but who also 
share common values and have a shared vision for education.

 » To establish a clear mission statement for the partnership, to support our pupils, teachers 
and schools in ensuring our village, church and community schools can continue to serve the 
young people of our villages and local communities.

 » To focus on doing the very best for the children in our care, through the sharing of best 
practice across the schools on a regular basis.

 » To share resources and services in order that, in this time of austerity and also in the future, 
we can focus on the children in our care and the quality of teaching within the classroom, to 
ensure our children receive the very best education.

 » To ensure each school retains its individual identity and can continue to focus on serving its 
local community.

We believe passionately in parental choice. To this end, schools will continue to ensure all of our 
children have the freedom to apply to attend the school of their choice. The creation of
the ‘Wolds Learning Partnership’ will, therefore, have no effect on transition from primary to
secondary, or secondary to post-16 education.

We believe schools should serve their pupils and parents. We believe passionately that
schools should be at the heart of their communities and should not be consumed into large
chains of schools nationally. For us, this is about ensuring each child remains at the heart of
all we do and that we are, as a family of schools, accountable to parents for the quality of
education we provide.

 
The Trust will bring stability in an ever-changing educational world, so as 

schools we can focus on what really matters, our children.

A family of schools
with shared values

W

O
L

D
S

 L
E

A

RN I N G  PA

R
T

N
E

R
S

H

IP

How can I support my child?
Effective and sustained support from parents and carers is vital in helping pupils to succeed at school 
and achieve their potential. The most effective support parents and carers can offer on a regular basis 
is listed below:

Talk to your child about school regularly to encourage and support them. In particular, talk about their 
day and what they have learnt. Asking them questions about their learning will help them to develop 
their understanding.

Ensure your child has somewhere calm and peaceful to do their homework each evening. Set aside up 
to one hour each evening during which your child can complete their homework without distraction. 
If possible, be on hand to offer advice or talk through problems.

Check your child’s Planner regularly, ideally each day to ensure homework is being recorded and to 
read any notes from your child’s Form Tutor or teachers.

Check that your child has packed their school bag each morning, and that they have all the necessary 
equipment and books for the day ahead.

Download and check the ClassCharts App/website regularly. Praise your child when they receive an 
award.

Read and respond to School letters, attend all Parents’ Evenings and ensure your child’s attendance 
is good.

Do contact School via Mr Butcher if you have any queries or concerns regarding your child’s attendance, 
wellbeing or progress at school.

Follow @Woldgate
Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

Social Media
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road

Pocklington
York

YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395 | Fax: 01759 306535 | Email: office@woldgate.net

www.woldgate.net
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